Education is a partnership between the school and home and parent/teacher interviews are a good opportunity for the partnership to develop.

What you should expect:
· to hear how your student is progressing, both academically and socially

· samples of work - good and bad

· a chance to get to know your child’s teacher and for them to get to know you

· a broad outline of the class program for the year
· privacy and confidentiality.
It is also a good opportunity for you to tell teachers what they need to know about your child.

How to prepare for the interview
· Interviews are usually restricted to 5 or 10 minutes. If you know that you need longer, make an appointment with the teacher for another time

· Allow time to read the report thoroughly – list concerns/questions while you are reading the report so you don’t forget things you wish to ask

· Speak to your child. Find out if there is anything that they want raised. At many schools students are now encouraged to attend the interview. 

· Some schools don’t have set interview times. If this is the case at your school, allow plenty of time so you can see all the teachers you wish to

Other hints
· If you can’t attend on the set day, make an appointment with teachers for a mutually convenient time. 

· If your child appears to be doing fine, it is still valuable to see teachers, especially the home group teacher, as this helps to build the partnership. 

· Make sure you see the teachers of subjects where you think your student may be struggling.
· Find out the schools preferred method of communication between school and home, for example, phone or email. 

· Use the student’s diary to communicate with teachers.

· It is also valuable to attend the various information nights run by schools

Finally, don’t be afraid to contact the school/ teacher outside parent/teacher times. If there is a concern, it needs to be dealt with when it arises.
